ReCode Portland: A campaign for grassroots sustainability ver. 0.4

Many sustainable practices are not currently allowed in Portland.  We’ve earned a reputation for being green because of hard work, ingenuity, and grassroots engagement, and our local officials and bureaus are exceptionally committed to ecologically-oriented innovation.  Nonetheless, codes and regulations have not kept pace with the visionaries of Portland.  In fact, many sustainable approaches considered best practice in other parts of the country are illegal here—simple systems that irrigate yards with dishwater, for example.  

It is time for forward movement.  There already exists a thriving sustainable building community in Portland, born of the spirit of innovation.  However, without a regulatory environment that fully supports such practices we are essentially tying the hands of our most creative and responsive, because larger projects can be neither funded nor receive institutional support.

Tryon Life Community Farm (TLC Farm) is a sustainability education and demonstration center in S.W. Portland, which recently completed a strategic planning process that outlined a vision for nurturing this place as a practical laboratory for a transformed urban ecology in which communities come together to educate, experience, and emerge into densely interwoven relations between people and the earth.  However, as we planned for the implementation of this vision, we realized the extent of the procedural obstacles to an integrated approach to sustainable living in the city of Portland.  We recognize in this challenge a great opportunity.  An opportunity to focus the energy, spirit and wisdom of the organizations and individuals working towards making a more sustainable Portland, by developing together new legal codes and permitting processes that allow for the creation of the beautiful world we desire.

TLC Farm invites organizations, experts, and advocates to join this campaign: together we will make ecological and social responsibility in urban development truly accessible.  Please share your energy with this exciting process!  
TLC Farm as a nexus for collaborative planning for sustainability

We envision the following phases as a part of this campaign:

· Three process-design charrettes that focus on identifying the crucial obstacles and solutions in the sectors of water, transportation, and building.  Solutions will include changes to the City of Portland building code, new agency evaluation protocols, and specific organizational partnerships.

· Solutions resulting from these charrettes will be fully researched and made available to the public, drawing on best practices and most advanced demonstrations from around the region and beyond.

· Specific local implementation of proposed solutions will be further formalized and documented through TLC Farm’s Conditional Use Master Plan process, which depends on agency recognition of many of the technologies and approaches under consideration.

(Throughout, we will use on-line collaboration techniques to draw on the breadth of wisdom, experience and insight of our many communities, while engaging and educating the thousands of Portlanders eager to use effective sustainability technologies.  All aspects of this campaign will be open-source, and we will create user-friendly, step-by-step instructions for the new processes we've developed to navigate efficiently in the permitting world.)

This is a work in progress; we invite your feedback and ideas!  What are we missing?  Who should we be talking to?  How do you want to be involved?  Let us know! email recode@tryonfarm.org,  phone 503-245-3847

Building:�Natural building�Methane digestion�Rocket stoves�Shared housing�Off-grid microcottages 


Water:�Greywater�Living machines�Composting toilets�Harvesting & storage 


Transportation:�Neighborhood parking agreements�Volunteer bus routes�Required carsharing








